
Participation Guidelines 
 
As noted in the syllabus, participation is a key part of learning in this class.  There are 
multiple ways that you can participate:  

• In-class participation: Much of class time will be spent in small group activities and 
class discussion. For these to be effective, you need to be involved! This includes 
asking questions, sharing ideas, and probing your classmates. 

• Class starters: In addition to reading the textbook, you will sometimes be asked to 
work on problems or examples in preparation for the next day’s class.  These 
problems will not be formally graded, and—because you are in the process of 
learning the material—I understand that your work will sometimes have 
inaccuracies or be incomplete.  However, I do expect that you always make a 
thoughtful attempt to work on them and make as much progress as you can. 

• Class wiki contributions: The class wiki will host solutions to suggested daily exercises, 
examples, and extra theorems/proofs.  The goal of the wiki is to be a gathering 
spot for some of the work you do in and out of this class, to be an opportunity to 
further work on your mathematical writing, and to expand the opportunities to 
participate in class.  

 
Here are my expectations (and how your participation will be evaluated): 

• Basic expectations (B-level work) 
o You are on task and actively engaged in small group work in class. 
o You are ready to share your ideas and questions with the whole class when 

asked and regularly volunteer your ideas. 
o You make an attempt on all, or almost all, class starters and are ready to 

discuss your work on them at the beginning of class. 
o You make at least three contributions to the class wiki every two weeks 

(between quizzes).  More details about what’s expected for the wiki 
contributions are posted on the wiki. 

• Excellence (A-level work) 
o You are a leader in small group work, by helping the group work together 

and probing your own thinking as well as the thinking of your classmates.  
o You are a frequent contributor to whole class discussion, offering ideas as 

well as asking thoughtful questions. 
o Your work on class starters demonstrates a substantial and thoughtful 

effort to work through them and to tie the ideas from the class starters into 
our in-class work. 

o You make substantial (and well-done) contributions to the wiki that go 
beyond the basic expectations. 

 
Note that more than 4 absences, for any reason other than religious observance, 

may result in a lower participation grade. (Of course, if you have a sustained personal or 
medical situation that interferes with class attendance, please talk with me so that we can 
try to work something out!) 

Excessive tardiness or disruptive behavior (including cell phone use) is distracting 
to all of us and may lower your participation grade.  


