
Math 303: Student Presentations 
 
Each student will give one presentation during the semester, on an application or an extension of the 
material we discuss in the course.  The presentation is an opportunity for you to learn new mathematics 
independently, for you to practice your mathematical communication skills, and for the class to learn about a 
new topic. 
 
Presentations will be set up as follows: 

• Each student will give one presentation during the semester, either alone or with a partner. 
Students will have input on whether they would like to work alone or with a partner, when they 
present, and the topic of their presentation.  However, to create a schedule that works for the 
whole class, I will make ultimate decisions on these issues. 

• Each presentation should last 30-45 minutes, and they will generally be scheduled on Tuesdays.  
(The expectation is that presentations for pairs of students should be closer to 45 minutes.  For a 
student working alone, a shorter presentation is fine.) 

• Student presenters will be asked to finalize their presentation topic 2 weeks before their scheduled 
presentation. 

• Students will meet with me to go over their presentation the week before the presentation.  (You 
should contact me at least one week ahead of time to set up a meeting.) 

• Each student is expected to attend every presentation.  Student audience members will give 
feedback on the presentation that I will share (anonymously) with the student presenters. 

 
Your presentation goals should be focused on explaining the new topic and highlighting connections to 
course content, in an engaging and understandable way. Your presentation will be evaluated using the 
following guidelines: 

• B-level work: 
o The presenters demonstrate a good understanding of the topic and are able to 

communicate their understanding in a way that is generally easy to follow.  
o The presenters make accurate and appropriate connections between the presentation 

topic and the course content. 
o The presentation shows overall good organization. 
o The presenters show good preparation for the presentation, generally speak clearly and 

use the board or slides appropriately.  
• A-level work:  

o The presenters demonstrate a thorough mastery of the topic being presented.  The 
presenters go beyond simply presenting what’s found in the article to develop insightful 
examples, present their own perspective on important ideas, and/or create easy-to-follow 
explanations..   

o The presentation is very well-organized.  Appropriate and helpful ideas are selected to 
include in the presentation, and the presentation is sequenced in a logical and engaging 
way. 

o The presenters employ excellent presentation skills.  They are thoroughly prepared for the 
presentation and any questions, they speak clearly and engage the audience well, and 
they are particularly effective in using the board and/or slides to support their 
presentation. 

 


